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From  Samuel  Entwistle,  1st  month,  1823: — John 
Wroe  stopped  at  Halifax  two  days,  and  preached  in 
the  Market  Place,  very  few  attended,  and  such  who 
did  opposed  him  generally.  We  afterwards  proceed- 
ed to  Huddersfield,  where  he  determined  to  speak  to 
the  public  on  Sunday,  the  5th  inst.,  and  I  returned  to 
Ashton.  In  the  following  week  he  went  to  Wake- 
field, and  Leeds,  accompanied  by  Robert  Hading 
of  Thornhill,  and  preached  to  the  public — on  Sun- 
day the  12th,  he  preached  to  a  large  congregation 
in  the  open  air  at  Idle.  In  the  same  day  he  visited 
Ann  Burnley,  who  for  about  two  years  and  a  half 
previously  had  endured  great  bodily  affliction,  by 
which  she  had  been  for  the  most  of  that  time  con- 
fined to  her  bed:  John  offered  np  prayer  for  her 
recovery,  and  also  informed  her  that  she  would  no 
longer  be  confined  as  before  described;  and  in  a 
few  days  she  was  healed.  Signed,  Ann  Burnley  and 
John  Lee,  Idle,  near  Bradford,  Yorkshire. 

On  Monday,  the  13th,  John  Wroe  proceeded  to 
Leeds,  with  Samuel  Walker  of  Bradford,  where  he 
continued  forty  days,  and  Samuel  Waiker  returned 
home.  On  the  26th  of  the  2nd  month,  the  forty 
being  expired,  John  Wroe  returned  to  Idle,  and 
preached;  and  visited  a  married  daughter  of  John 
Russel,  who  had  been  for  the  previous  sixteen  weeks, 
confined  to  her  bed,  and  so  weak  that  she  could  not 
get  in  or  out  of  it:  he  offered  prayer. to  God,  to 
drive  the  evil  from  her,  at  which  she  asserted  that 
she  felt  a  particular  change  pass  through  her  body, 
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and  the  same  day  she  arose.  [She  was  soon 
after  restored  to  perfect  health,  and  yet  remains 
so,  29th  of  3rd  month,  J  835.  Signed  John  and  Mary 
Russel,  and  James  Moore,  Idle. 

On  the  1st  of  the  3rd  month,  John  Wroe  and 
Samuel  Walker  were  at  Huddersfield,  and  on  the 
6th  at  Ashton,  where  John  addressed  the  society. 
On  Sunday  the  9th  we  proceeded  to  Stockport,  and 
spoke  to  the  believers  in  the  visitation  to  George 
Turner,  and  thirty-four  signed  their  names  as  be- 
lievers in  the  continued  visitation.  On  Tuesday 
the  11th,  we  went  to  Macclesfield,  and  spoke  to  the 
believers  in  George  Turner's  visitation  there,  and 
five  joined  in  society  with  John.  The  weather  was 
now  as  it  had  been  for  a  long  time,  very  severe,  and 
it  was  with  much  difficulty,  John  being  very  weak, 
that  we  were  enabled  to  make  our  way  through  the 
snow.  On  our  way  to  Sheffield  John  told  me  the 
believers  at  that  town  would  not  receive  him  then, 
but  would  afterwards.  Friday,  the  14tb,  arrived  at 
Doncaster,  and  remained  the  two  following  days, 
and  spoken  to  the  believers  in  the  visitation  to 
George  Turner,  seven  of  whom  joined  in  seciety 
with  John.  Sunday,  the  16th,  spoke  to  the  public. 
Monday,  the  17th,  we  went  to  Thorne,  and  had  an 
interview  with  the  believers  in  the  visitation  to  Geo. 
Turner,  none  of  whom  joined  us.  On  Tuesday  the 
18th  we  went  to  Selby,  where  we  parted,  and  I  re- 
turned home. 

From  John  Wroe: — Hull,  21st  of  3rd  month,  I 
very  unwell;  the  people  where  I  lodged  expected 
me  to  depart  this  life  instantly,  and  fetched  the  head 
physician,  who  said,  I  should  go  very  suddenly  :  I 
told  them  I  should  be  in  the  Jews'  synagogue  on 
Saturday,  (the  day  following)  ;  they  told  me  not  to 
talk  so  foolishly,  for  1  was  very  likely  to  be  some- 
where else.  But  on  Saturday  I  was  there;  and  they 
said,    I  was  more  like  a  lion  than  a  dying  man. 
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They  asked  me  if  I  was  the  man  that  had  been  at 
Manchester?  I  said,  I  was.  They  asked  me  if  I 
was  coming  to  be  a  judge  over  them?  and  they 
called  me  an  impudent  fellow  for  coming  into  their 
synagogue  without  leave,  and  that  I  deserved  throw- 
ing headlong  down  stairs,  and  they  made  several 
attempts  at  me;  but  I  told  them  I  did  not  value 
them.  When  I  brought  the  proofs  of  Jesus  they 
were  as  if  they  would  have  murdered  me;  but  when 
I  brought  forward  Shiloh,  the  Branch,  they  gave 
way  to  me.  The  rabbi  hearkened  very  diligently, 
but  did  not  speak  to  me. 

On  Saturday  the  29th,  I  went  again  into  the  Jews' 
synagogue,  at  Hull,  and  had  a  strong  debate  with 
them,  and  they  threatened  to  throw  me  down  stairs, 
several  times.  But  as  for  for  their  rabbi,  he  had  no 
power  to  speak  to  me  either  time ;  but  in  the  after- 
noon he  sent  three  persons  to  the  river  side  to 
speak  to  me ;  and  they  wished  me  never  to  speak  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  any  more; — I  told  them  I  would 
not  be  tutored  by  them,  nor  take  their  advice. 
They  said,  If  I  would  not  promise  them  to  return 
to  my  wife  and  family  they  would  throw  me  into  the 
river.  Then  one  of  them  said,  He  would  leave  me 
in  the  care  of  the  two,  and  fetch  the  constable  to 
take  me  up  for  abusing  them:  I  told  them  I  neither 
cared  for  them  nor  the  constable;  so  they  left  me.  I 
then  met  with  Mr.  Dunhill,  who  brought  me  down 
from  London  three  years  ago,  and  he  offered  to 
give  me  my  passage  up;  so  T  went  with  him,  and  he 
gave  me  both  passage  and  victuals ;  and  I  was  sick 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  time. 

On  Friday,  the  7th  of  the  4th  month  I  arrived  in 
London,  and  on  the  following  day  went  to  the  house 
of  Bartholamew  Harris, — they  asked  me  if  I  was 
come  about  business,  or  trade?  I  said,  No;  I  had  a 
card  given  to  me,  which  I  shewed  them ; — they  said, 
What  had  they  to  do  with  religious  politics?  They 
took  me  into  another  room,  and  examined  me,  and 


4  preachers'  letters.  [1823 

said,  I  was  to  meet  at  the  Jews'  synagogue  that 
night,  and  again  at  another  the  following  night.  On 
Monday  night  I  was  with  the  High  Priest,  the  Rev. 
Solomon  Herschel:  there  were  three  high  priests 
and  myself  drawn  together  in  one  place,  for  about 
four  hours,  and  a  small  boy  of  ten  years  of  age  in- 
terpreted for  us.  The  high  priest  of  Portugal  asked 
me  what  I  desired?  I  told  them  I  desired  their  as- 
sistance  from  each  synagogue  throughout  the  world. 
They  asked  me  what  sign  I  had  to  give  them?  I  told 
them,  If  they  had  any  sick  among  them  I  would  go 
with  them  to  visit  them,  and  that  should  be  a  sign  for 
them.  Concerning  the  Scriptures,  they  said,  They 
would  notbelieve  me;  but  would  write  to  my  school- 
master, &  the  vicar  of  the  church.  And  for  travelling 
to  each  synagogue,  they  said,  There  would  be  anin- 
turpreter  for  me.  They  wished  me  success,  that  I 
might  try  the  matter.  They  said,  They  had  made 
calculations  from  the  prophets  of  old,  and  their 
thoughts  were,  that  it  would  be  forty  years  before 
these  things  would  take  place.  They  asked  me 
what  I  thought  of  the  wars,  and  the  prospects  of  the 
times?  and  I  told  them,  There  would  be  a  scarcity 
of  bread  throughout  the  world;  but  especially  three 
kingdoms,  but  England  one  of  the  best;  and  a  dis- 
tress of  trade. 

On  Sunday,  the  13th  of  the  4th  month,  John 
Wroe  arrived  at  Ashton,  and  on  Tuesday  the  15th 
proceeded  to  Liverpool,  to  look  out  a  ship,  bound 
for  Gibraltar;  found  that  none  would  sail  before  the 
Tuesday  following,  agreed  for  a  passage,  told  the 
captain  that  the  wind  would  be  in  the  east  eight 
days,  and  they  should  go  in  that  time;  returned  to 
Ashton.  On  Monday,  the  21st,  he  proceeded  to 
Liverpool  again,  accompanied  by  Robert  Hading, 
of  Thornhill,  near  Wakefield,  expecting  to  sail  on 
the  following  day,  but  found  that  the  ship  in  which 
they  intended  to  have  embarked  would  not  sail  be* 
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fore  Sunday,  the  27th.  In  consequence  of  this, 
Robert  Harling  prevailed  on  John  to  seek  another; 
and  they  engaged  with  the  brig  Dorris,  to  sail  on 
the  25th;  but  it  did  not  sail  until  Sunday,  the  27th. 
The  wind  was  in  the  east  eight  days,  as  John  had 
declared;  but,  disobeying  the  command  of  the  Spi- 
rit, to  go  in  the  he  had  first  engaged  with,  they  did 
not  effect  the  voyage  in  the  time.  They  landed  in 
Gibraltar  on  the  20th  of  the  5  th  month,  after  a  very 
rough  and  uncomfortable  voyage,  a  good  part  of 
which  John  was  very  sick.  Almost  immediately 
Robert  Harling,  feeling  a  pain  in  his  leg,  and  fear- 
ing it  might  be  of  consequence,  re-embarked  for 
England;  and  as  John  had  ceased  to  handle  money, 
Robert  left  him  in  the  care  of  the  Rev.  William 
Croscombe,  Methodist  Preacher,  who  engaged  to 
provide  for  him,  until  he  should  get  another  com- 
panion from  England. 

Immedutly  on  John  W  roe's  embarkation  for 
Gibraltar,  W T of  Macclesfield,  com- 
menced his  mission  as  Preacher  of  the  everlasting 
Gospel  to  the  United  Kingdoms,  agreeable  to  com- 
mands given  to  John  Wroe  to  that  effect,  and  first 
travelled  to  Stockport,  Ashton,  Oldham,  Hudders- 
field,  Middlestown,  Bretton,  &  Barnsley;  at  the  last 
place  many  of  the  people  who  had  professed  to  be 
believers  in  the  Visitation  to  George  Turner,  gave 
ther  names  as  believers  in  the  Visitation  to  John 
Wroe:  he  afterwards  went  to  Bradford,  Queen's 
Head,  and  Halifax,  and  on  the  16th  arrived  at  Ash- 
ton, where  on  the  18th  he  preached,  and  afterwards 
on  an  evening  in  the  following  week  at  Hurst  Cross. 
He  afterwards  went  to  Bury,  Haslingden,  Come, 
Bradford,  Idle,  Leeds,  Wakefield,  Alverthorpe, 
Pontefract,  Doncaster,  Brodsworth,  Marr,  and 
Sheffield,  and  preached;  at  the  last  mentioned  place, 
many  of  the  believers  in  the  Visitation  to  George 
Turner  gave  in  their  names  as  believers  in  the  Vi- 
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sitation  to  John  Wroe,  and  at  every  place  numbers 
of  people  were  astonished  at  his  abilities  in  unfold- 
ing the  diflerent  points  of  doctrine,  which  he 
preached,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  quoted  the 
Scriptures  to  prove  them,  for  it  might  truly  be  said 
his  tongue  was  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer.  He 
dwelt  very  much  on  the  duty  and  interest  of  fol- 
lowing on  to  know  the  Lord,  viz.,  not  being  con- 
tent to  remain  in  any  state  of  knowledge,  or  holi- 
ness to  which  we  may  arrive,  but  still  goin^  further, 
bringing  forth  more  .and  more  of  the  fruits  of  the 
Spirit;  as  well  as  occasionally  pointing  out  the  im- 
portant events  which  the  Scriptures  and  the  signs  of 
the  times  justify  us  in  saying — are  just  at  hand,  viz., 
that  the  tares — the  children  of  the  wicked  one  will 
be  gathered  together  in  bundles,  and  burnt,  and  the 
sower  of  them  (the  Devil)  shut  up  in  prison,  (Matt, 
xiii.,)  for  a  thousand  years,  (Rev.  xx.,)  that  when 
this  is  done,  salvation  shall  come,  and  the  kingdom 
of  our  God  and  the  power  of  his  Christ,  (Rev.  xii.,) 
and  the  wheat — the  righteous  shall  shine  forth 
as  the  sun,  in  the  kingdom  of  their  father,  (Matt, 
xiii.,)  that  the  redemption  of  the  body  must  take 
place,  (Rom.  viii.,)  by  the  destruction  of  death — the 
last  enemy,  (1  Cor.  xv.;)  the  inconsistency  of  the 
wisdom  of  man  with  the  Scriptures — men  calling 
death  a  friend,  because  they  say  it  delivers  them 
out  of  their  troubles,  but  the  Scriptures  call  it  an 
enemy,  because  it  seperates  friends.  From  Shef- 
field he  arrived  in  Ashton  about  the  middle  of  the 
Oth  month.  In  these  journeys  and  another  to  Shef- 
field, he  was  accompanied  by  William  Tillotson  of 
Colne,  after  which  he  remained  and  preached  at 
Ashton,  on  Sundays  only,  until  the  26tb  of  the 
8tb  month,  when  accompanied  by  Robert  Blackwell 
of  Charlestown,  Ashton,  he  took  a  journey  south- 
wards, a  short  account  of  which  follows : — They 
proceeded  to  Birmingham,  where  Robert  visited 
the    authorities,  and  was   treated  with  contempt; 
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from  thence  he  went  to  Dudley,  and  visited  the 
Minister  of  the  Church,  who  censured  the  message 
he  delivered  to  him  as  madness.  On  the  30th  he 
visited  the  Minister  at  Wednesbury,  telling  him  of 
the  coming  of  Shiloh,  which  he  also  rejected. 
Robert  intreated  him  to  consider  these  things,  and 
warn  his  flock,  lest  the  Lord  should  come  upon 
them  unaware.  The  Minister  commanded  him  to 
go  about  his  business,  and  dismiss  from  his  parish, 
otherwise  he  would  take  him  and  lodge  him  in  the 
house  of  correction.  Robert  replied,  "I  am  here  at 
your  pleasure,  do  with  me  as  seemeth  you  good;  but 
1  know  the  God  whom  I  serve  will  deliver  me  out  of 
your  hands.1'  The  Minister  fled  from  him,  threaten- 
ing  to  send  his  man-servant  to  horsewhip  him  from 
gates.  They  then  removed  to  Worcester,  and 
Robert  visited  the  Mayor,  and  entreated  him  to  let 
him  hold  a  public  meeting  in  some  convenient  part 
of  the  city — but  the  Mayor  sent  him  word  that  he 
should  not  grant  any  such  like  privileges,  and  if  they 
attempted  any  thing  of  the  kind,  he  would  take 
them  up  as  vagrants.  He  then  went  to  Bioms- 
grove,  and  warned  the  Minister  of  dangers  that 
hung  over  him,  and  his  flock,  and  prayed  him  to  be 
a  faithful  shepherd,  lest  the  Lord  should  require  the 
blood  of  his  flock  at  his  hands.  But  the  Minister 
answered,  He  could  see  no  signs  of  the  approaching 
consummation,  and  that  the  nation  was  in  the  highest 
prosperity,  and  that  he  pitied  his  folly  in  giving 
himself  so  much  trouble  and  concerns  about  others. 
Robert  told  him  it  was  the  unalterable  decree  of 
the  Lord,  and  that  not  one  jot  or  tittle  of  bis  word 
should  fall  to  the  ground,  but  that  all  should  be 
fulfiied.  The  minister  said,  "Are  you  come  to  in- 
sult the  clergy?  Robert  answered,  "No,  but  in 
love  to  you,  and  in  obedience  to  the  command  of 
heaven  am  I  come,  that  you  may  be  partakers  of 
that  glory,  which  shall  be  revealed  shortly,  to  all 
the  obedient  sons   and  daughters  of  Adam.     The 
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minister  said,  "  Man,  you  must  be  insane,  and  it  is  in 
pity  to  you,  or  I  would  have  you  confined. "  They 
proceeded  into  Devonshire,  and  at  Tiverton  a 
number  of  the  believers  in  the  Visitation  to  George 
Turner,  gave  in  their  names.     About  the  end  of  the 

9th  month,  they  returned  to  Ashton,  where  W 

continued  to  preach  on  the  Sundays  to  the  end  of 
the  year. 

From  John  Wroe,  on  the  23rd  of  5th  month  1823. 
This  morning  there  came  a  young  man  a  coop- 
er by  business,  of  the  name  of  Henry  Gann,  and 
he  asked  how  I  did,  as  also  to  take  a  walk  with  him, 
and  I  complied  with  him;  and  I  thought  this  was 
the  man,  and  the  angel  of  the  Lord  declared  unto 
me,  This  is  not  the  man;  and  I  absconded  from 
him,  for  fear  he  should  ask  me  any  questions;  and 
I  returned  to  Mr.  Hepburn's  house,  and  William 
Cooke  came  into  the  house,  a  few  minutes  after  12 
o'clock:  and  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  came  upon  me, 
and  there  came  a  voice  unto  me,  and  said,  Arise, 
and  stand  upon  thy  feet,  this  is  the  man;  tell  him 
that  he  shall  declare  my  Gospel  to  both  Jew  and 
Gentile.  And  I  arose,  and  looked  earnestly  upon 
him,  and  I  thought  he  was  a  very  unfit  person  by  his 
looks;  and  we  parted  without  speaking;  I  refrained 
to  tell  him,  till  I  saw  how  the  Lord  would  work, 
which  was  the  next  day;  for  he  (William  Cooke,) 
could  not  keep  from  my  company:  and  then  I  told 
that  the  Lord  had  ordered  me  to  tell  him  that  be 
should  declare  his  Everlasting  Gospel  to  both  Jew 
and  Gentile  in  this  rock,  and  where  he  shall  hence 
call  him;  and  now  I  am  a  witness  to  the  work. 

From  William  Cooke: — 1  testify  unto  you,  that 
the  above  statement  concerning  me  is  truth.  Before 
I  saw  friend  Wroe,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  was  strong 
with  me,  and  L  was  greatly  rejoiced  when  I  heard 
that  he  was  coming  to  live  at  Mr.  Hepburn's,  and  I 
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made  the  remark  to  Mr.  Hepburn,  that  I  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  speaking  with  him.  And 
here  I  cannot  omit  one  thing  that  came  upon  me 
the  day  before  I  saw  him;  that  if  he  should  tell 
me  that  the  Lord  had  called  me  to  any  work;  but 
this  was  again  opposed  by  the  thoughts  of  my  own 
sinfulness,  and  unvvorthiness,  that  I  could  never  ex- 
pect any  such  thing:  I  then  supposed  it  to  arise  from 
spiritual  pride,  that  might  be  lurking  in  my  heart: 
for  the  heart  of  man  is  deceitful  above  all  things, 
and  desperately  wicked.  This  caused  me  to  wrestle 
mightily  with  God  in  earnest  prayer,  that  I  might 
not  be  deceived,  for  the  scriptures  tell  us  to  be  a- 
wrare  of  false  prophets  and  teachers;  as  I  told  Mr. 
Bailey,  the  agent  of  transports,  as  well  as  many 
others,  that  I  never  asked  the  Lord  any  thing  but 
what  he  gave  it  me,  and  that  he  would  not  hide 
this  from  me  neither.  And  now  I  do  really  believe 
his  Mission  to  be  from  God,  for  in  answer  to  my 
prayer  unto  the  Lord,  he  directed  me  to  the  Tth 
chapter  of  Revelation;  and  I  saw  his  Mission 
at  once,  for  the  Lord  opened  my  eyes  to  see, 
and  my  understanding,  to  understand:  and  al- 
though Mr.  Bailey  counts  him  a  madman,  he  says 
he  knows  when  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  him; 
and  says  he  believes  him  to  be  a  good  man,  but  stiil 
a  madman,  and  hopes  the  Lord  will  cause  his  Spirit 
to  rest  upon  him  for  the  good  of  his  people. 

From  John  Wroe: — On  Sunday  the  31st,  accord- 
ing to  the  command  of  the  Lord  I  went  into  the 
synagogue,  and  when  I  entered  in,  the  Lord  struck 
the  whole  place  with  terror,  and  every  eye  was  up- 
on me,  and  these  are  the  words  that  I  said  unto 
them,  "I  am  commanded  by  the  Spirit  of  the  living 
God,  to  go  unto  the  house  of  Israel,  to  see  if  there 
beany  Israelites;  and  if  there  be  any  found,  you 
are  to  gather  yourselves  together  as  one  heart,  and 
keep  the  laws  of  Moses  which  ye  have  not  kept, 
and  then  I  will  give  you  my  law  which  ye  have  not 
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believed.  And  your  mistake  which  ye  have  made 
in  the  53rd  chap,  of  Isaiah,  where  it  tells  you  that 
I  must  come  and  suffer,  and  that  if  ye  believed  not, 
I  would  give  you  up  till  the  fullness  of  the  Gentiles ; 
for  he  never  told  you  that  he  was  the  Branch.  Now 
he  sets  his  hand  the  second  time  to  recover  the 
remnant  of  his  people,  for  you  have  it  in  your  scrip- 
tures, "I  will  give  righteousness  to  the  King's 
son.''  Now  ye  that  believe,  and  fear  my  name,  the 
sun  of  righteousness  shall  arise  with  healing  in  his 
wings,  and  shall  destroy  the  devourer,  for  your  sakes 
who  fear  my  name.  Search  your  scriptures  and  see 
if  ye  cannot  find  these  words,  for  this  is  Shilob,  the 
Branch,  who  shall  gather  you,  and  deliver  you  from 
the  bonds  of  Satan.  Now  search  your  scriptures 
and  look  for  me;  and  look  at  the  11th  chap,  of  Is- 
aiah, and  you  will  find  me  there,  for  your  deliverer 
shall  descend  trom  the  east,  and  every  eye  shall  be- 
hold him.  Now  friends,  I  am  sent  to  warn  you 
and  not  be  afraid  of  vou. 

Tuesday  the  3rd  inst.  I  was  before  the  Judge 
of  this  place  this  day,  and  he  prepared  me  a  seat, 
and  I  was  with  him  about  an  hour,  and  he  told  me 
he  could  not  grant  me  licence  to  preach  out  of 
doors,  for  there  are  people  of  all  nations  in  this 
place,  and  it  would  cause  a  riot,  but  he  wished  me 
to  go  before  the  governor  of  this  rock;  and  I  left 
him ;  and  I  was  sent  for  to  the  Anchor  Inn,  and  I 
was  ordered  into  a  room,  and  in  the  room  I  found 
Colonel  Downie,  of  the  Spanish  service,  and  he 
asked  me  many  questions  concerning  the  wars.  He 
told  me  any  thing  he  could  do  for  me,  he  would  assist 
me  in.  The  Lord  has  provided  me  with  every  thing 
that  is  necessary  for  me,  for  I  must  say,  he  has  opened 
the  windows  of  heaven  for  me;  and  likewise  I  am 
visited  by  the  heads  of  the  rock  every  day:  and  I 
have  been  visited  by  Mr.  Baily,  Lieutenant  of  the 
Navy,  and  agent  of  transports,  and  have  dined 
with  him.     The  Methodist  minister  has  visited  me, 
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and  is  very  kind  to  me,  and  has  provided  a  doctor 
for  my  attendance,  and  has  invited  me  to  dine  with 
him  four  days  in  the  week.  Thanks  be  to  Almighty 
God  for  his  protection. 

Tuesday  the  10th.  This  day  I  went  over  into 
Spain,  by  water,  to  the  town  of  Algesiras,  and 
walked  a  good  way  into  the  country;  and  the  com- 
munication in  which  the  Lord  told  you  that  I  should 
go  into  the  second  place  for  nothing,  is  fulfilled,*for 
Captain  Hague  came  to  invite  me,  and  about  thirty 
of  us  dined  together  at  one  table  in  Algesiras,  and 
when  we  had  dined,  wre  sang  praises  to  God.  I 
wept  and  sobbed  bitterly,  and  could  not  tell  what 
was  the  matter  with  me;  and  they  asked  me  what 
was  my  ailment :  and  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  fell 
upon  me,  and  I  took  an  interpreter  with  me  to  the 
master  of  the  place. — that  this  place  would  all  fall 
into  ruins,  and  every  man  that  would  save  his  life 
must  leave  it,  for  God  had  sent  me  to  warn  them 
for  their  wicked  idolatry. 

Friday  the  13th.  I  am  in  a  very  poor  state  of 
health;  but  though  I  am  weak  in  body,  yet  strong 
in  spirit;  but  when  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  not 
upon  me  I  am  labouring  under  heavy  affliction;  but 
when  1  begin  to  talk  to  the  people  this  affliction 
leaves  me.  The  Jews  have  discharged  me  from 
speaking  in  their  synagogues  any  more;  but  there 
is  one  synagogue  that  I  have  not  been  in,  which  I 
shall  go  into,  and  then  I  shall  have  declared  what 
the  Lord  said  to  me.  I  now  meet  with  a  deal  of 
opposition  which  the  Lord  has  told  me  of;  for  now 
the  Methodist  Preacher  has  sent  for  me  into  his 
study,  and  says,  that  I  am  doing  a  great  deal  of 
harm  amongst  his  bearers,  and  wishing  me  not  to 
declare  these  scriptures,  for  the  time  is  not  come, 
and  these  mysteries  belong  unto  God,  and  not  unto 
me.  j^end  he  is  going  amongst  the  people,  and 
fighting  very  strong  against  the  works  of  the  Lord; 
and  has  got  a  captain  to  come  and  talk  with  me,  and 
persuade  me  to  return  to  England. 
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J 4th.  I  (William  Cooke,)  yesterday,  wrote  the 
above  lines,  agreeable  to  the  request  of  John  Wroe, 
and  to  my  surprize,  yesterday  evening,  between 
seven  and  eight  o'clock,  I  was  sent  for  by  him,  and 
to  bring  the  above  lines  with  me;  and  when  I  came, 
to  my  further  surprize,  he  told  me  that  he  would 
not  speak  to  me.  I  could  not  conceive  what  was  the 
matter;  however  I  waited  patiently  the  result,  and 
he  went  away  and  presently  returned  with  the  mis- 
tress of  the  house,  and  he  desired  me  to  read  the 
words  in  the  latter  part  of  the  letter,  for  that  it  was 
that  afternoon  fulfilled;  I  read  it  accordingly,  and 
Mrs  Hepburn  was  present,  who  declared  that  the 
captain  had  been  there,  and  endeavoured  to  per- 
suade him  to  return  to  England,  offering  him  a  free 
passage  home.  (Signed,)  William  Cooke,  Hannah 
Hepburn. 

John  Wroe  continues,  I  told  him  there  would  be 
a  watery  grave  provided  for  me  if  f  complied  with 
his  advice.  They  seem  very  kind  to  my  face,  yet  I 
know  there  is  treachery  among  them;  but  the  Lord 
will  work  for  his  glory.  I  have  this  day  fulfilled  the 
command,  and  have  been  at  the  Jews  at  their  last 
synagogue,  and  am  waiting  now  to  know  what  the 
Lord  will  do  unto  them:  they  will  hear  me  no  more 
but  by  writing;  and  I  have  answered  them  according 
to  the  words  of  the  Lord,  and  they  have  not  an- 
swered me  yet,  wishing  to  have  more  time.  The 
greatest  opposition  I  have  upon  this  rock  is  from 
the  learned ;  and  the  priests  make  the  arrows  and 
get  others  to  shoot  them;  and  I  find  they  are  fight- 
ing hard  against  me,  and  wishing  to  force  me  out 
of  the  rock,  out  of  the  hearing  of  their  hearers. 

Tuesday  the  24th.  The  Romish  priests  from 
Spain,  have  petitsoned  the  governor  of  this  rock 
for  protection  to  save  their  lives;  there  are  eight 
already,  and  one  of  them  has  been  with  the  Me- 
thodist preacher  and  me,  and  brought  an  inter- 
preter with  him. 


1823]  preachers'  letters^  13 

The  people  wish  me  to  be  from  them,  and  are 
laying  various  plans,  and  the  Lord  is  going  to  con- 
found them.  One  plan  tbat  they  laid  for  me — it 
was  proposed  that  1  should  go  on  board  of  ship  to 
dine,  and  not  to  let  me  get  ashore  again;  but  the 
Lord  made  this  plan  known  unto  me,  and  conse- 
quently their  hopes  and  plan  to  take  me  is  brought 
to  nought.  And  I  find  the  Methodist  minister  is 
asking"  me,  dav  after  day  to  dine  with  him,  but  he 
has  his  sword  drawn  to  slay  me  at  the  same 
time;  and  is  going  among  the  people  counting 
me  a  madman.  I  am  sadly  tormented  with  the 
bite  of  the  musquitto.  And  some  think  that  I  have 
nothing  to  do  but  to  eat  and  to  drink,  but  I  thank 
God  they  are  not  my  judges,  for  I  am  not  come 
here  to  seek  my  own  welfare,  but  the  welfare  of  my 
brethren;  for  there  is  never  a  day  comes  over  my 
head  but  I  labour,  and  1  thank  God  for  it.  Though 
I  am  weak  in  body  I  am  strong  in  spirit,  for  I  have 
not  my  health  well  in  this  climate.  Thanks  be  to 
God,  he  is  working  mightily  by  his  Spirit  in  the  man 
whom  he  has  called,  and  he  is  continually  searching 
the  Scriptures,  and  the  Lord  is  pleased  to  shew  him 
great  light.  Governor,  and  judge,  and  ministers  are 
all  against  me,  and  will  not  let  me  approach  to  ad- 
dress  the  people.  I  have  this  day  been  before  Lord 
Chatham,  and  he  wants  me  to  commit  all  that  I  de- 
sire to  him  in  writing.  But  I  know  he  will  not  let 
me  preach. 

5th  of  7th  mo.  The  Governor  after  he  had  read 
my  petition,  sent  for  the  Town-major,  General  Don, 
and  the  minister,  and  judge,  and  told  them  that  he 
could  not  find  his  mind  clear  without  he  granted  me 
leave,  as  he  said  he  thought  I  had  a  right  as  well  as 
others:  but  the  minister  said,  if  he  did  give  me 
leave,  be  must  put  all  the  military  under  arms.  He 
also  sent  two  men  after  me,  to  bring  me  before  them, 
but  they  found  me  not;  in  consequence  of  which, 
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I  was  ordered  to  appear  before  him  next  day,  at  the 
Town-major's  office,  which  I  did ;  and  I  spoke  very 
freely  to  him;  he  gave  me  a  seat,  and  I  sat  down 
beside  him,  and  we  had  a  long  talk.  In  this 
way  I  became  acquainted  with  what  passed  at  the 
above  meeting  of  the  Governors.  I  thank  God 
that  he  has  counted  me  worthy  to  suffer  for  his  sake, 
but  I  cannot  call  it  suffering. 

7tb  of  7th  mo.  As  I  was  passing  by  the  parade 
of  two  regiments  of  soldiers,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
fell  upon  me,  and  I  began  to  adress  the  people  with 
these  words,  that,  "If  you  do  not  repent,  and  de- 
stroy all  your  images,  and  believe  in  Shiloh  the 
Branch,  you  will  be  swept  away  from  the  face  of 
the  earth/'  When  I  bad  addressed  the  people  bet- 
ter than  half  an  hour,  some  one  ran  and  told  the 
adjutant  of  the  regiment;  he  came  galloping  on 
horseback,  but  the  road  being  full  of  all  classes  of 
people,  he  could  not  come  to  me,  but  called  out  to 
the  Serjeants  to  dismiss  the  people,  and  he  ordered 
the  Serjeants  of  the  guard  to  be  put  in  prison;  and 
they  put  one  in  prison  before  my  face.  This  adju- 
tant, being  a  Roman,  said,  he  would  order  me  out 
of  the  garrison;  but  I  told  him,  it  was  out  of  his 
power.  I  am  ordered  to  visit  the  Spanish  priests, 
a  large  number,  as  they  are  ordered  to  quit  the  gar- 
rison,— they  are  very  desirous  of  hearing  me.  And 
I   have  my  life  threatened  daily. 

I,  (William  Cooke,)  am  witness,  as  well  as  many 
more,  who  can  testify  to  the  truth  of  these  things. 
He  also  has  his  life  threatened  every  day:  I  have 
been  told  this  day,  that  one  said,  he  would  blow  both 
our  brains  out  if  he  had  a  pistol;  and  that  I  was  a 
great  deal  worse  than  the  prophet.  Friend  Wroe 
had  a  jug  thrown  out  at  a  window  at  him  to-day,  but 
it  missed  him.  The  bishop  of  Malaga,  who  has  fled 
here,  for  safety  of  his  own  person,  has  hired  two 
men  to  way-lay  him,  to  take  his  life,  and  he   thinks 
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he  is  doing  God  service.  This  is  the  report  made  in 
this  place.  (Signed,)  William  Cooke,  George  Priest- 
ley. 

21st.  This  morning,  friend  Wroe  called  me  up, 
a  little  after  four  o'clock,  and  we  commenced  our 
journey  into  Spain;  we  proceeded  on  our  journey 
till  we  came  to  St.  Roch,  where  we  left  a  letter, 
and  walked  on  till  we  thought  we  had  proceeded 
far  enough,  we  then  began  to  distribute  the  writings 
we  had  with  us;  (viz.,  copies  of  prophecies  against 
that  kingdom  :)  some  we  left  by  the  road-side,  and 
some  we  gave  into  the  houses  as  we  came  along 
home.  We  found  to  our  utter  astonishment  the 
people  were  quite  peaceable  and  civil  to  us,  wish- 
ing us  God-speed,  and  saying,  "God  prosper  you." 
We  arrived  here  in  safety,  which  is  more  than  those 
here  expected.  Thus  the  Lord  has  this  day  deliver- 
ed us,  and  kept  us  by  his  mighty  power:  praise  the 
Lord  all  ye  his  people.  Amen. 

Since  being  in  Spain,  a  flood  of  persecution  has 
arisen  against  friend  Wroe  and  myself.  The  religi- 
ous parties  are  all  on  the  alert:  the  Methodist 
preacher  is  roaring,  and  cannot  tell  what  to  do.  Our 
friend  Wroe  is  going  to  leave  this  place  in  a  few 
days,  the  Lord  willing.  On  the  27th  of  the  7th  mo. 
John  Wroe  embarked  for  England  with  captain 
Hague,  and  on  the  26th  of  the  8th  month  he  arrived 
at  Ashton.  And  on  the  30th  at  3  o*clok  in  the  after- 
noon was  baptized  in  the  river  Medlock,  near  Park 
Bridge  :  several  believers  were  present,  who  sung  a 
hymn,  and  acompanied  it  with  music.  WThen  he 
came  out  of  the  water,  he  stood  with  one  foot  over 
the  water  and  the  other  on  the  land,  and  said,  "I 
swear  by  him  that  liveth  for  evermore,  there  shall 
be  time  no  longer  I"  He  also  said,  that  during  the 
performance  of  the  ordinance  he  heard  heavenly  (or 
superhuman)  music. 
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From  Samuel  Lees  of  Park  Bridge.  On  Monday, 
the  8th  of  the  9th  month,  John  Wroe  and  I  went  to 
Mr.  Cheetham,  rector  of  Ashton  church,  and  met 
with  the  curate,  Mr.  France:  John  declared  the 
matter  before  them;  the  rector  inquired  of  him  who 
had  sent  him?  he  answwered,  "That  God  who  ap- 
peared to  Moses  in  the  hush."  The  rector  replied, 
"Then  for  that  reason,  I  will  not  believe  what  you 
have  or  may  say."  John  then  addressed  himself 
to  the  curate,  who  opened  the  door  for  us  to  go  out, 
and  we  did  so.  From  there  we  went  to  Mr.  Hut- 
chinson, late  preacher  at  Ashton  church,  but  now 
unemployed  in  any  service  in  the  church,  except  he 
be  occasionally  called  forth;  John  told  him  he 
(Hutchinson)  would  have  to  stand  before  great  con- 
gregations, and  wished  him  to  look  into  these  things. 
He  said  he  would  look  and  read  for  himself,  and 
he  was  very  much  obliged  to  John  Wroe  for  his 
good  advice  &c.  and  made  towards  the  door  for  us 
to  go;  accordingly  we  did.  On  the  10th  we  went 
to  Mr.  Sutcliffe,  Presbyterian  minister,  he  fetched 
the  bible,  and  they  argued  on  several  passages  in 
scripture;  he  said,  they  (the  different  bodies  of 
preachers)  were  as  prophets  that  stood  before  the 
people,  to  deliver  the  word  unto  them;  and  should 
an  angel  from  heaven  come  with  words  unto  them, 
unless  he  could  find  it  in  scripture,  he  would  not 
believe. 

From  John  Wroe: — Sunday  5th  of  10th  month, 
1823.  As  commanded  in  a  Communication,  dated 
29th  ultimo.,  John  Wroe  preached  in  Birmingham — 
he  says,  1  preached  twice,  we  had  a  number  of  Me- 
thodists and  class-leaders,  and  they  said,  They  could 
rind  no  fault;  but  on  Monday  two  of  them  came 
and  said,  They  would  make  me  shew  my  Divine 
Authority;  and  I  met  with  one  of  the  preachers  in 
the  street,  and   he  went  on  strangely.     He  said,  He 
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would  order  me  out  of  the  place.  I  stood  up  in 
the  evening,  and  I  think  nearly  all  held  up  their 
hand  against  Satan.  On  Tuesday  the  7th,  proceed- 
ed to  London,  and  they  paid  my  coachfare,  and  had 
nought  to  eat  till  I  got  to  London,  and  nothing 
from  Stockport  to  Birmingham. 

From  William  Lees  : — Wednesday,  8th  of  10th 
month,  1823.  We  went  to  the  French  Ambassador, 
and  got  ou  passports;  Thursday  9th,  got  letters  of 
credit  from  Hammersley  <fc  Co.,  for  £80.  Friday 
10th  arrived  at  Dover.  Sunday  12th,  landed  at 
Calais;  the  sea  ran  high,  I  was  a  little  sick,  and 
John  was  very  much  so.  Thursday  16th,  we  arriv- 
ed at  Paris  by  the  Diligence.  Strasburg,  Saturday 
25tb.  We  have  been  at  the  Synagogue  in  this 
place,  they  could  not  speak  Euglish,  but  they  seem- 
ed to  know  what  we  were  about,  and  took  us  to  the 
Rabbi's  house:  he  was  not  at  home,  but  his  dausrh- 
ter  spoke  a  little  English,  but  not  sufficient  to  make 
them  understand  ail  we  meant;  they  therefore  de- 
sired us  to  give  it  them  in  writing,  which  we  did. 
They  behaved  veay  well  to  us. 

Strasburg,  Sunday  26th.  John  Wroe  was  very 
poorly,  so  that  he  could  not  go  out,  and  he  ordered 
me  to  go  to  the  Jews,  to  receive  the  answer  to  the 
letter  we  had  given  them;  I  went  and  found  a  man 
who  could  speak  English,  he  said,  He  had  read  the 
letter  to  the  Rabbi;  and  the  Rabbi  was  very  angry, 
and  said,  He  had  power  to  imprison  us  for  two 
years;  but  took  pity  on  us,  thinking  we  were  de- 
ranged. The  man  made  much  ridicule  of  us,  and 
said,  If  John  Wroe  could  divide  the  sea  between 
Calais  and  Dover,  or  make  the  sun  stand  still,  or 
some  other  such  miracle,  he  would  believe.  He 
said,  be  read  all  the  English  newspapers  at  Stras- 
burg, but  he  never  heard  of  John  Wroe  ;  also  that 
they  were   very  content  in  the  state  they  were  in, 
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nd  that  many  of  them  would  not  go  with  the 
the  Messiah  when  he  came;  and  as  for  Jesus  Christ, 
he  said,  If  he  came  they  would  shoot  him.  He 
called  us  fools  and  madmen.  I  told  him  we  were 
going  to  the  Catholic  Priests:  he  said,  He  would 
advise  us  not  to  meddle  with  them.  I  told  him. 
He  that  had  sent  us  was  able  to  protect  us.  I  then 
left  him.  We  sent  two  letters  to  the  Catholic 
Priests  by  post. 

On  the  ?th  of  the  11th  month,  we  arrived  at  Vi- 
enna, where  John  was  obliged  to  lie  in  bed  for  two 
days;  on  the  12th  we  proceeded  for  Trieste.  When 
I  went  to  take  our  places,  there  was  only  one  inside 
place,  but  we  concluded  for  one  of  us  to  venture 
outside,  though  it  was  very  cold,  frost  and  snow \ 
but  when  we  went  in  the  morning,  one  of  the  inside 
passengers  went  outside,  and  we  were  very  thank- 
ful that  the  Lord  had  provided  for  us.  We  were 
six  days  and  four  nights  on  the  road  ;  we  should 
oniy  have  slept  about  two  hours,  but  the  last  night 
they  durst  not  proceed  for  fear  of  robbers,  the  road 
being  over  the  mountains.  On  the  20th,  we  were 
walking  in  the  market-place,  (at  Trieste,)  seeking  a 
man  to  take  us  to  the  Rabbi,  but  could  not  find  him, 
and  were  returning  unsuccessful,  when  we  met  a 
man  whom  John  interrogated,  he  could  not  under- 
stand us,  but  took  us  to  a  shop  where  they  spoke 
English,  and  we  were  there  informed  that  our  con- 
ductor was  one  of  the  greatest  merchants  in  Trieste. 
We  told  the  latter,  that  we  wanted  to  go  to  the 
Rabbi ;  he  said,  He  would  send  his  son  with  us,  who 
Could  speak  English.  We  then  went  with  him  to 
his  warehouse,  and  he  sent  a  man  with  us  to  a  large 
counting-house,  where  were  many  Jews,  who  asked 
us  what  subject  we  were  upon?  we  told  them,  a  re- 
ligious subject.  They  then  sent  for  us  ;  and  he 
went  with  us  asking  John  many  questions  before 
we  got  to  the    Rabbi's,   which  he  answered.     The 
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Rabbi's  name  is  Abram  Eiiezer  Levi,  an  old  man, 
who  was  very  civil.  We  gave  him  the  letter,  and 
the  interpreter  wished  me  to  read  him  a  sentence 
at  once,  and  he  would  explain  it  to  him.  John 
told  him,  He  wished  for  an  answer  that  he  might 
return  it  to  him  that  sent  him?  The  Rabbi  said, 
How  can  L  send  you  an  answer  when  I  do  not 
know  what  part  of  the  world  you  are  in?  John 
said,  They  might  have  forty  days  to  consider  on  it. 
We  left  them  the  directions  for  the  Committee; 
and  they  promised  to  write.  The  Rabbi  said  to 
John, "  Go  into  all  Nations  as  your  are  command- 
ed." John  said,  He  should  very  soon  stand  with 
one  foot  on  the  land  and  the  other  on  the  water, 
and  swear  by  him  that  liveth  for  ever,  that  there 
shall  be  time  no  longer  ;  and  that  he  had  done  it. 
As  we  were  returning,  the  interpreter  said,  "  I  must 
call  you  the  messenger  of  God,  and  we  shall  soon 
meet  again.'51  The  same  dav  we  went  to  a  Catholic 
Priest,  accompanied  by  an  English  gentleman, 
whom  we  met  accidently.  We  gave  him  a  letter  i 
the  gentleman  did  not  understand  him:  so  what 
was  said  passed  through  three  languages.  John 
told  him  he  was  sent  into  all  nations  by  the  Lord: 
the  Priest  gave  us  his  blessing,  and  wished  us  every 
success.  John  desired  him  to  call  his  brethren  to- 
gether, and  get  the  letter  interpreted,  which  he  pro- 
mised to  do,  and  send  an  answer.  We  left  him  di- 
rections to  the  committee,  he  giving  us  at  the  same 
time  his  address,  and  behaving  in  the  most  polite 
manner. 

On  the  22nd,  at  Venice,  we  delivered  a  letter  to 
the  Rabbi,  Samuel  Rockwell :  he  did  not  under- 
stand it,  but  promised  to  get  it  interpreted,  and  send 
an  answer.  John  offered  him  one  of  the  Gentile 
letters,  but  he  would  not  touch  if,  being  offended  at 
a  crowd  of  Jews  gathering  round  us,  at  which  he 
seemed  rather  alarmed.     At  this  place  we  also  left 


20  PREACHERS*   LETTERS.  [1823 

a  letter  addressed  to  one  of  the  Romish  Priests. 
On  our  way  from  Venice  to  Milan,  we  left  a  letter 
in  Virone ;  another  in  a  church,  placing  it  on 
the  altar;  and  at  another  church  we  went  into  the 
vestry,  and  gave  one  to  a  priest.  On  the  28th,  at 
Milan  we  went  to  the  Jews  priest,  he  could  not  un- 
derstand us,  but  sent  us  to  a  merchant  Jew,  who 
could  speak  English  ;  we  did  not  find  him  at  home, 
but  left  the  letter  with  his  clerk,  desiring  that  the 
merchant  would  read  it  to  the  priest,  and  send  us 
an  answer,  but  in  a  short  time  thev  returned  the 
letters.  We  went  the  same  day  to  a  Roman  priest's 
house,  and  gave  him  a  letter,  and  our  interpreter 
said,  He  promised  to  get  it  interpreted,  and  circu- 
late it  among  his  brethren.  On  the  29th,  we  dined 
with  about  forfy  gentlemen  of  different  nations,  and 
after  dinner,  John  stood  up  and  spoke  to  them,  and 
gave  them  two  letters,  and  they  seemed  much  a- 
stonished.  On  the  30th  we  left  Milan  by  the  Di- 
ligence, by  way  of  Turin,  and  crossed  the  Alps,  by 
the  pass  of  mount  Cenis,  by  way  of  Chambery,  to 
Lyons,  from  whence  we  proceeded  in  a  packet 
boat,  on  the  river  Rhine,  to  Challons.  On  the  10th 
of  12th  month,  we  arrived  at  Paris  by  the  Dili- 
gence, about  eleven  o'clock  at  night.  In  our  jour- 
ney from  Milan,  we  left  several  copies  of  the  let- 
ters, both  with  the  Jews  and  Catholic  priests. 

From  John  Wroe: — Paris,  12th  of  12th  month 
1823,  Satan  is  accusing  me  day  and  night  before 
the  most  High,  (and)  striving  day  and  night  to  afflict 
my  body,  which  has  caused  me  to  have  very  bad 
health  since  I  left  you;  yet  the  Lord  has  fulfilled 
his  promise  that  we  should  have  no  rain  to  harm  us 
until  we  returned  to  England  ;  and  we  have  not  had 
as  much  as  I  had  the  day  I  left  Ashton,  since  we 
left  England.  And  the  Lord  has  manifested  his 
power   among   the    priests,  for  they  have  not  been 
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able  to  answer.  We  have  been  chiefly  among  par- 
sons, and  gentlemen,  and  the  heads ;  and  the  more 
I  strove,  the  worse  I  was,  for  we  were  always  led 
among-  them;  for  my  desire  was  to  take  lower 
places  :  and  they  are  worse  than  our  own  country 
for  taking  advantages. 

From  William  Lees.  We  left  Paris  :  left  a  copy 
of  the  letter  to  the  Catholic  priests,  on  the  altar,  in 
the  cathedral,  at  Amiens.  On  the  15th  we  got  to 
Calais,  and  gave  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  a  person  in 
the  cathedral,  requesting  him  to  deliver  it  to  the 
priest.  On  the  16th,  morning,  we  were  going  to 
embark  on  the  steam  packet  for  England,  when  we 
were  stopped  by  the  commissioners  of  the  police, 
and  taken,  with  our  luggage  to  the  police  office, 
where  thev  bad  received  an  information  against  us 
from  the  minister  of  the  Interior,  with  orders  to 
search  our  luggage  and  persons  for  papers  against 
the  French  government;  which  they  did.  They 
had  also  got  one  of  the  letters  which  we  had  left  in 
the  church,  which  they  produced  against  us :  our 
luggage,  pockets,  and  even  our  clothing  was  search- 
as  strictly  as  possible,  and  all  our  papers  was  de- 
livered into  the  hands  of  a  sworn  interpreter,  who 
looked  them  over  rather  slightly,  saying,  They  were 
all  on  a  religious  subject.  They  ceemed  much  at 
a  loss  why  such  an  informaiien  should  have  been 
laid  in  such  a  formal  manner;  and  warned  us  of  the 
danger  we  had  subjected  ourselves  toby  interfering 
with  the  priests,  or  writing  letters  to  them,  on  the 
established  religion  of  the  land.  When  we  were 
discharged  the  packet  was  gone.  In  the  afternoon 
we  were  again  visited  by  an  officer  who  demanded 
our  passports,  which  we  delivered  to  him  John 
then  took  the  greatest  part  of  our  papers  that  we 
had  in  our  possession,  and  tore  them  in  small  pieces, 
and  scattered  them  in  the  streets,   saving,  He  wm 
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commanded  to  do  it  as  a  testimony  against  them. 
In  a  few  hours  our  passports  were  returned  to  us, 
without  anything  more  being  said  about  the  subject. 
On  the  17th  we  went  on  board  the  French  mail,  a 
sailing  packet :  we  had  a  very  bad  passage,  and  it 
blew  so  hard  we  could  not  get  near  Dover,  but 
stood  off  Deal  beach,  where  a  boat  put  off  to  us, 
and  took  the  bags,  passengers  &c,  on  shore.  In 
the  confusion  of  the  moment  my  portmantua  was 
left  on"  board.  We  however  got  safe  on  shore,  after 
being  well  drenched  with  salt  water ;  and  were  o- 
bliged  to  pay  about  fifteen  shillings  each  to  the  wa- 
termen, besides  our  fare  in  the  packet.  John  often 
told  me,  we  should  have  a  rough  entrance  into  En- 
gland.  We  proceeded  forward  the  same  evening  to 
Ramsgate,  expecting  the  packet  would  put  into  the 
harbour  there,  but  in  the  morning  we  found  they 
had  not  come,  but  had  returned  back  to  Calais,  and 
likewise  taken  my  portmantua  with  them.  On  the 
J8th,  evening,  I  took  coach  for  Dover,  and  John 
left  about  the  same  time  for  Rochester;  thus  we 
were  separated  as  by  accident,  though  according  to 
the  command  before  given.  On  the  19th,  1  was  in 
a  great  straight  how  to  recover  my  luggage,  having 
been  advised  to  go  direct  back  to  Calais,  to  see 
about  it;  but  before  the  packet  left  Dover,  least 
lots  to  see  whether  I  should  go  or  wait  to  see  if  the 
next  packet  would  bring  it,  having  faith  to  believe 
that  the  Lord  would  direct  me  by  such  simple 
means,  the  lot  fell  out  for  me  to  stay,  but  after  that 
was  much  tempted  to  go,  but  determined  to  abide 
by  the  lot,  when  to  my  great  satisfacton,  on  the  ar- 
rival of  the  packet  I  got  my  portmantua,  and  took 
the  first  coach  to  Rochester. 

Sunday  the  20tb,  John  was  very  poorly,  and  sent 
me  to  find  out  the  friends,  (believers  in  the  Visita- 
tion to  George  Turner,)  we  had  often  talked  during 
our   journey  of  there  being  a  body  of  friends,  in 
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Chatham  and  Gravesend,  and  he  said,  we  must  call 
upon  them  as  we  returned,  and  he  knew  the  Lord 
would  incline  their  hearts  towards  us.     I  went  to  a 
small  place,  used  as   a  meeting-room,  on  Chatham 
hill,  and   there  saw  the   people   met   together,  and 
declared  to   them  how  the  Lord  was  continuing  to 
visit  his  people  by  the  Spirit  of  Prophecy  &c.     The 
greatest  part  seemed  quite  against  it  altogether*:  so 
I  told   them   where  we   lodged,  and  then  left  them. 
The  morning  following   one  of  them  came   to  us, 
and  desired    us  to   go  to  his  house,   which   we  did. 
(Left  them  a  written  communication  for  their  in- 
struction.)    We  went  the  same  night  to  Gravesend, 
and  were  very  kindly  received  by  the  friends,  the 
greater   part  of  whom,   as   well  as  the  friends  at 
Chatham,  afterwards    signed   their  names   in   be- 
lief of   the   continued  Visitation-      On  the   24th, 
about    10  o'clock    in  the   forenoon,  we  arrived  in 
London,  and  went  to  see  Mr.  Nisbet,  who  was  one 
of  the  Committee  during  the  life  of  George  Tur- 
ner.    I  was   much   surprized   at  the  manner  John 
spoke  to  him:  he   did   not  request  him  to  examine 
into  his  visitation,  but  at  once  told  him  the  Lord 
had  chosen  him  to  be  one  of  the  Committee  esta- 
blished at   Ashton,   in  the   place   of  one   who  had 
broken  the  Lord's  command.   This  surprised  me  the 
more,  as   I    bad   no  idea   of  it,  neither  had  we  any 
communication  on   the  subject  from    Ashton,  (  left 
Mr.    Nisbet  a  letter  of  what  was  revealed  to  John 
concerning  him   while  in  Italy,  which  was  written 
before  he   came   into  the  room,   he  not  being  at 
home,  when  we  first  went  into  the  house,  left  also  a 
communication  for  the  committee  at  London,)  we 
left  London  on  the  same  night,  and  had  very  mild 
weather  for  the  season.     On  the  25th,  at  night,  we 
got  home.     When  we  arrived  at  Manchester,  our 
money  was  so  far  spent  that  we  had  nbt  one  six- 
pence left,  though  we  had   received  nothing  from 
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any  one,  but  what  we  set  off  with,  neither  had  we 
want  for  money.  On  Sunday  the  28th  inst,  John 
Wroe  sent  a  note  to  the  New 'Connexion  Metho- 
dist minister,  requesting  permission  to  speak  in 
their  chapel  that  evening;  the  minister  in  reply 
said,  He  could  not  give  such  permission,  as  it  be- 
longed to  the  trustees;  but  said,  If  John  Wroe 
committed  his  message  to  writing,  it  should  be 
stuck  up  in  a  conspicuous  place  in  the  chapel, 
where  the  people  might  see  it — But  this  proposal 
John  did  not  accept. 
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